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Abstract

The idea of coherence of the text of the Holy Qur’an has a long history in the
Qur’anic studies and originated in the first Islamic centuries. The acceptance of the
coherence of the Qur’an is reflected in the issues including the Order, Miracle of the
Qur’an, and Harmony between the verses and surahs (Tanasub/Munasabat al-Ayat wa
al-Suwar), leading to some works in this regard. Nevertheless, the Qur’anic scholars
do not have same attitude to this issue. In the present article, this idea through an
historical-analytical method is examined and different approaches to it and their
origins and methods are also studied. In this regard, after explaining the origin of
coherence in Qur’anic studies, two general approaches to the issue of coherence of
the Qur’anic text are formulated and analyzed:

1. A discrete approach that is rooted in historical-critical studies of the Qur’anic
text, being the dominant approach of European-American scholarship.

2. The order approach which is divided into two types of the old and modern
disciplines; Old discipline generally seeks to prove coherence as one of the miraculous
aspects of the Qur’an, based on the revealed (tawgifi) order of verses and surahs, and
in a linear-minor way.

Modern discipline is a new approach among contemporary Muslims and
European-American scholars, which demonstrates the coherence of the Qur’an,
especially in the long Medinan surahs, with a mixed-analytic method. This approach
among contemporary Muslims is because of the movement to return to the Qur’an
which seeks to address the doubts raised about the structure of the Qur’an. Among
European-American Qur’anic scholars, modern discipline has its roots in shifting the
approach to the text of the Qur’an from a synchrony to diachrony perspective, literary
studies of the Bible, and its combination with structural linguistics.
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