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Content Evaluation of Esoteric Narrations on Oaths of Surah Tin
Muhammad Ali Moraveji Tabasil

In traditions of the Infallibles (P.B.U.T.), the words "Tin" (fig), "Zaytun"
(olive), "Tur Sinin" (Mount of Sinai) and "Balad al-Amin" (the secure
city) in Surah Tin, have been interpreted specifically to particular lands
and some memebers of Ahl al-Bayt, namely Hasan, Husayn, Al and the
Messenger of God. Some have considered these narrations to be
fabricated because of the weakness of chains of transmission, ghali
narrators, the insulting nature and the inconsistency of the text of these
narrations with the context of Qur'anic verses. This study has evaluated
and analyzed the chains of transmitters and contents of esoteric
narrations of Surah Tin through analytical-descriptive method based on
the measure of Qur'an and Sunnah. The author believes that the text of
both categories of these traditions, which are based on the literary
trope (majaz), is devoid of ghuluw (exaggeration) and has thematic
contexts in the Qur'an and Sunnah. As well, the chain of narrators in the
first category of narrations, that is, the application of the oaths of Surah
Tin to the lands, is valid, and the other category, which states the
application of the oaths of Surah Tin to the Ahl al-Bayt, are well-known
(mashhir) traditions which could be validated on the basis of
"accumulation of evidence" (tarakume zuniin). Refuting the accusation
of exaggeration against the narrators of the esoteric hadiths of Surah
Tain and proving the authenticity of some of them, as well as arguing
for the validity of some chains of transmission of these traditions, are
among the achievements of this study. The criterion for verification of
the text of these narrations - which are related to interior of Qur'anic
verses- is that they should not be inconsistent with the appearance of
the verses, not compatibility with the context of the verses; because the
Rule of Context (qa‘'idah al-Siyaq) is a clue to understand the
"appearance" (zahir) of verses not their "interior" (batin).

Keywords: esoteric interpretation of Surah Tin, esoteric narration,
Ahl al-Bayt in Qur’an, ghuluw, exaggerated interpretation, content
evaluation, accumulation of evidence, rule of context.

1. Senior teacher at A'immah al-Athar Specialized Center for Interpretation &
Qur’anic Studies - Qom Islamic Seminary, PhD researcher at Research Institute of
Hawzah and University of Qom (Qur’an & Hadith studies). Ali.tabasil4@yahoo.com.
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